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coincided with the change from the nomadic to the
settled pastoral and agricultural life, when the wander-
ing clan developed into the village community, and
the superiority of man to the lower animals had been
definitely established.
Similarly, it is possible that the connexion between
the growth of agriculture and the origin of village
communities and so also of village deities, may account
for the fact that the village deities of South India are
almost always females.
All over the world the earth spirit is regarded as
female and the presiding deities of agriculture are
mainly goddesses, because the idea of fertility and
reproduction is connected with women. When, there-
fore, a nomadic pastoral clan settled down to an
agricultural life in villages, they would naturally wor-
ship the earth-spirits of the village lands as goddesses
rather than as gods.
The fact* too, that agriculture among primitive races
was the business of women rather than of men, as it is
among savage races at the present day, probably led to
the village goddesses being at first worshipped by the
women rather than by the men. One trace of this is
still found in the custom of the Mala pujari, who is a
man, dressing up as a woman when he sits in the cart
with the animals impaled alive all around him, and is
dragged in procession- through the village,1 as well as
in the prominent part taken by women in some places
in the waving of the arati.2
These theories as to the origin of the village
deities, of idolatry and of animal sacrifice in South
India, can, of course, be regarded only as hypotheses.
But, when we consider that the totemistic theory is
able to furnish a plausible explanation of the crude
form of idolatry which exists in many villages, and of
many features in the sacrificial rites, which seem quite
inconsistent with the existing ideas of sacrifice, we see
that there Is sufficient evidence to justify its adoption
* See above, f. 58.               * See above, p. 39.